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Apartheid = a system
 of institutionalised racial segregation and 

discrim
ination in South Africa betw

een 1948 and 1991.

Resource 1: A
partheid
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Public spaces w
ere segregated according to race.

Resource 2: Segregation
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Separate entrances for people of diff
erent races.

Resource 3: Segregation
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Racial Classification according to the Population Registration Act 1950.

Resource 3: Racial classifi
cation
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Inkosi Albert John Luthuli (1898–1967), also know
n by his Zulu nam

e M
vum

bi, w
as a South African teacher, activist, N

obel 
Peace Prize w

inner and politician. H
e is one of the leaders m

entioned by Jakes in the opening scene of Sophiatow
n.

Resource 4: A
lbert Luthuli
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Nelson Rolihlala Mandela (1918 – 2013) was a South 
African anti-Apartheid revolutionary, politician and 
philanthropist, who served as President of South 

Africa from 1994 to 1999. Madiba is one of the two 
leaders mentioned by Jakes in the opening scene.

Resource 5: Nelson Mandela
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M
usic, particularly Jazz, w

as a big part of 1950s life in Sophiatow
n.

Resource 6: Jazz m
usician
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Jakes put an advertisement in the 
classified section of the newspaper.
“Wanted: One Jewish girl to live in 
Sophiatown for study purposes.”

Resource 7: Classified 
advertisement
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Jakes is a w
riter and journalist and uses a typew

riter, w
hich is a sym

bol of the pow
er of 

w
ords. It also rem

inds us that w
e m

ust rem
em

ber and record our history.

Resource 8: Typew
riter
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The bathtub w
as brought for Ruth to use. H

ow
ever, Ruth does not w

ant to be seen as diff
erent so she refuses to 

use it. The bath tub ends up being used by M
am

ariti to brew
 beer. The bathtub sym

bolises w
hite privilege.

Resource 9: Bathtub
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In the play, w
e see people from

 diff
erent backgrounds learning to be friends.

Resource 10: Black and w
hite hands
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M
ingus steals a set of pearls for Ruth, and this m

akes Princess very jealous. At first, 
Ruth refuses to accept the stolen goods but then she changes her m

ind. Ruth takes the 
pearls because she w

ants to fit in. She does not w
ant to be seen as a snob.

Resource 11: String of pearls
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The houses in Sophiatow
n w

ere destroyed three days 
earlier than the offi

cial notice had said they w
ould be.

Resource 12: Bulldozer destroying house
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The houses in Sophiatow
n w

ere destroyed to m
ake w

ay for 
a w

hite suburb called Triom
f, Afrikaans for ‘trium

ph’.

Resource 13: D
estroyed house
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Sophiatown residents enjoyed life and socialising.

Resource 14:  
Sophiatown party

http://www.baha.co.za/search/preview/126_23
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‘The Americans’ – the Reef’s most notorious gang:
During the week they robbed businesses, 

disguised as employees in dustcoats.
During the weekends, they lazed around the 
locations dressed in flashy American clothes.

Resource 15: The Americans

http://www.baha.co.za/search/preview/43_577



“You are hereby required, in term
s of the N

ative Resettlem
ent 

Act, to vacate the prem
ises in w

hich you are residing.”

Resource 16: The m
ove to M

eadow
lands
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Themes
THEME 1 Defiance and Resistance

EXPLANATION 
OF THEME:

Defiance is the open disobedience and bold resistance to fight or 
maintain a cause. It is a peaceful or violent challenge of the laws 
imposed by one part of society against another.

Resistance is the refusal to comply (do what someone tells you to) 
with rules in order to maintain (not change) your current existence 
or to survive.

Often people in a community join together to oppose unjust actions 
by others, such as forced removals, and in this way, unite for a 
common cause. This can be at the expense of their freedom.

DISCUSSION 
QUESTION/S:

1	 Have you ever refused to do something because you felt strongly 
that it was the wrong thing to do?

2	 Why is it important for people to fight for things they believe in?

THEME 2 Identity

EXPLANATION 
OF THEME:

Identity is the complex question about who we are. Each person 
has a unique identity based on many different parts of themselves: 
language, race, religion, gender, sexuality, family, culture, age, etc.

How we feel about our own identity may be different to how other 
people perceive (think about) us. It can be hurtful and oppressive 
(harsh) when other people try to determine (decide) our identity for 
us.

The qualities, beliefs, personality, looks and experiences that make 
us individuals may lead to conflict with others. We are born into 
some groups (such as race) and we can choose to belong to some 
groups (such as religion).

Apartheid laws made race the most important part of people’s 
identity and used this to segregate them.

DISCUSSION 
QUESTION/S:

1	 Which groups do you choose to belong to? Why?
2	 Which groups is your group prejudiced against? Why?
3	 Do you have friends from other social groups? Why or why not?
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THEME 3: Memory and Loss

EXPLANATION 
OF THEME:

Memory is the ability to recall and keep in your mind (remember) an 
event or a person.

Loss is no longer having something.

Books, music, poetry and drama record memories so they are not 
lost. Memory is a powerful weapon as it keeps people and places 
alive in our minds. Keeping the memory of Sophiatown alive is a kind 
of weapon against Apartheid. A diverse, mixed neighbourhood like 
Sophiatown was meant to be destroyed and gone forever.

However, as long as we remember what happened, some part of 
Sophiatown still exists.

DISCUSSION 
QUESTION/S:

1	 What things have you lost in the past?
2	 How do you remember the people you have lost?

THEME 4 Segregation, Diversity and Reconciliation

EXPLANATION 
OF THEME:

Diversity is when a group of people is made up of members with 
identifiable differences in their cultural backgrounds or lifestyles. 
Experiencing these differences teaches us important things 
about ourselves and the world, and gives us the opportunity to 
understand, know and love people who are different from us.

Segregation is the enforced separation of racial groups in a 
community. Forced segregation was the law in South Africa during 
Apartheid. Segregation takes away the chance of friendship across 
cultures, making it difficult to reconcile with (understand and accept) 
people of different colours and cultures.

Reconciliation is being friendly with someone again after an 
argument, dispute or conflict.

The Apartheid government destroyed mixed race areas such as 
Sophiatown and District Six because they threatened the ideas of 
racial hierarchy (the idea that some races are better than others). 
Diversity was not celebrated but was rather a point of conflict. There 
was no hope of reconciliation between the races.

DISCUSSION 
QUESTION/S:

1	 Have you had an experience of racial (or any other kind) of 
segregation?

2	 How do you feel about people in your community who speak 
different languages?
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THEME 5 Violence

EXPLANATION 
OF THEME:

Violence is the unlawful use of force. It can be physical (beating), 
emotional or psychological (not physical but in the mind). Physical 
violence is harm that is felt on the body, such as a hitting or kicking. 
Emotional or psychological abuse is anything that lessens someone’s 
sense of identity, dignity and self-worth, such as deliberately saying 
something that upsets someone else and how they feel about 
themselves. It can cause anxiety or depression.

Violence exists in society. The play, ‘Sophiatown’, talks about people 
being forcibly removed from their homes. This is an example of 
the violence people of colour experienced during colonisation and 
Apartheid. The constant violent oppression made violence a regular 
part of society. Violence is commonplace in today’s society as well, in 
the form of a variety of different crimes.

Patriarchy is a system which gives men more power in society than 
women. Men are often taught that they are entitled to do whatever 
they want. They are taught that they are in charge of women. This 
means that men often feel entitled to abuse women. Violence 
against women is an especially big problem in South Africa today.

DISCUSSION 
QUESTION/S

1	 What examples of emotional violence can you think of?
2	 Have you, or anyone you know, been a victim of violence?
3	 Do you think it is ever justified to use violence against someone? 

Why or why not?


