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Sifiso utawube aya esikolweni kwekucala 
ngeMsombuluko.

Utawube afundza eMjaji Phurayimari, lapho 
umnakabo lomkhulu Khulekani afundza khona.

NgeLisontfo uphutile kuyolala ngobe 
bekatsakase kakhulu.

Wafaka emapenseli nemakhirayoni 
esikhwameni sakhe, nanobe umnakabo 
bekashilo kutsi ngeke akudzinge. 

Kulangatelela kwakhe kwalelilanga bekukhulu 
kakhulu.
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Sifiso wavuka ekuseni kakhulu ngeMsombuluko 
kudlula lamanye Malanga.

Utsite nakacedza kugeza wagcoka inyufomu 
yakhe wadla kudla kwasekuseni ngekusheshisa.

Make wabo ubatsembise kutsi utobahambisa 
ngemoto ngobe lilanga lakhe lekucala.

Ngalamanye emalanga utawuhamba ngemoto 
lehambisa boKhulekani nalabanye bantfwana.

Sifiso bekabona sengatsi Khulekani 
uyababambelela kuya esikolweni.

Kungako wabese uyamemeta, “Khulekani, buya 
sihambe! sitawuze siphutselwe!”
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Babese bangena emotweni yamake wabo 
kutsi abahambise esikolweni.

Endleleni Sifiso bekaloku akhuluma ngekutsi 
uyotijabulisa njani esikolweni.

Khulekani wamkhumbuta kutsi sikolo asifani 
nenkhulisa.

Kunemitsetfo lefanele kulandzelwa esikolweni, 
labo labayiphulako lemitsetfo bayajeziswa.

Loku kwamjabhisa Sifiso kancane, kepha make 
wakhe watsi, “ungakhatsateki Sifiso, utawutfola 
bangane labasha.”
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Emva kwesikhashana, bafika egedeni laseMjaji.

“Khulekani, sikolo sakho asikho khashane 
kakhulu!” kubabata Sifiso.

Wabona bantfwana labanyenti, labanye bete 
nabomake labanye bobabe wabo.

Bekugcwele timoto, ematekisi kanye nebhasi 
lebeyiletse bantfwana esikolweni.

Bantfwana labakhulu bebatihambela 
ngemacembu, bakhuluma bajabulile.
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Khulekani wakhombisa make wakhe lihovisi 
lathishelanhloko, wahamba wayongena 
naSifiso eceleni kwakhe.

Nabafika ehovisi, batfola inkhosikati lendze 
ihleti esitulweni lesijikeletako.

Make waSifiso wamnika imphendvulo yesicelo 
lebayitfolile, lekhombisa kutsi Sifiso wamukelwe.

Emva kwekufundza lencwadzi, Thishelanhloko 
wacela kutsi Sifiso asondzele edvute, 
atewumbuta lokutsite.

Loku kwenta kutsi Sifiso abe neluvalo kancane 
nakasondzela.

Ubese umbuta imibuto lembalwa lelula 
njengeligama lakhe, emagama ebatali bakhe 
nekutsi uhlalaphi.



12



13

Nabaphuma ehovisi lathishelanhloko, batfola 
Khulekani abamele ngaphandle. 

Wabese ulayela make wakhe indlela yekuya 
ehovisi lamabhalane, lapho ayobhadala khona 
imali yesikolo.

Ngesikhatsi make wabo sekahamba, Sifiso 
bese akhalela kuhamba naye.

Khulekani wamtfulisa wamkhombisa ligumbi 
latofundzela kulo.

Waphindze wamkhombisa ligumbi leli yena 
Khulekani afundzela kulo.
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Sifiso watfola bafana babili lebebafundza naye 
enkhulisa ngemnyaka lowengcile.

Wabese uhlanganyela nabo bacala bacoca 
bababata sikolo, bukhulu nebuhle baso.

Bonkhe bebakhombisa kujabula kutsi nabo 
bayincenye yalesikolo lesihle.

Batsite basacoca kamnandzi, Kwachamuka 
bafana babili labadzala kubo.

Bababuta magama abo nekutsi bahlala phi, 
baphendvula.

Labafana bacala babasabisa batsi, “Akusiko 
enkhulisa lapha, ningajabuli kakhulu.”
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Ngenhlanhla insimbi yakhala, wonkhe umuntfu 
wajaha endzaweni yekuhlanganela kuyo.

Lendzawo yekuhlanganela kuyo beyiku-lapa, 
embi kwelihovisi lathishelanhloko.

Bothishela bakhombisa bafundzi kutsi bafole 
kuphi nekutsi bafole njani.

Kwacale kwahlatjelwa emaculo lamabili; 
kwafundvwa liBhayibheli kwabese 
kuyathandazwa. 

Thishelanhloko wemukela bonkhe bafundzi 
wabese wenta timemetelo.
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“Sikolo setfu malanga onkhe sicala igabence 
insimbi yesikhombisa, kute namunye 
lophutselwako.

Ningalahli emaphepha phansi, wafakeni 
emigcomeni wetibi, ukuze libala letfu lihlale 
lihlobiile.

Sihamba kuletindlela letilungisiwe sigweme 
kunyatsela timbali netjani.

Loko kutawenta kutsi tjani betfu netimbali 
kuhlale kukuhle njalo.

Ngesikhatsi selikhefu, nidlala enkhundleni 
yekudlala!”
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Emva kwekuhlangana, bafundzi bahamba 
baya emagumbini abo lahlukene.

Bebahamba ngemigca, balandzelana, kute 
kugijima.

Nakafika egunbini lakhe Sifiso, akakatfoli 
namunye lamatiko.

Wakhetsa indzawo wahlala emgceni wesibili 
kusuka phambili, wacala wakhala.

Munye umfana lomudze weta watohlala 
naSifiso wamtfulisa.
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Thishela walelo gumbi wangena neluhla lwabo 
bonkhe bafundzi.

Thishela watsi, “ungakhali mntfwanami, sikolo 
sitawuphuma kungasi kudzala, angitsi?”

Sifiso wavuma ngenhloko wayekela kukhala.

Emva kwekubita onkhe emagama, Thishela 
wababeka ngemacembu.

Thishela bekuyinkhosikati lekhatsatako kepha 
bekalungile.

Bekangatsandzi kukhuta umfundzi emahlandla 
lamanyenti ngentfo yinye.
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Thishela watjela bafundzi kutsi batokutsakasela 
kufundza.

Akabatsandzi bafundzi labatsandza kudlala 
ngesikhatsi sekufundza.

Utawubafundzisa kufundza nekubhala, bonkhe 
batawuphumelela.

Utawuphindza abafundzise tinombolo 
batewukhona kubala linani letintfo.

“Kungasikudzala nitawukwati kubala kusuka 
kukunye niyofika kumashumi lamabili, 
akusikuhle nje?” Bafundzi baphendvula batsi, 

“Yebo, kuhle!”
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Insimbi yakhala, thishela watsi sesikhatsi 
sekuphuma bayodla baphumule.

Bonkhe bafundzi baphumela ngaphandle 
bayodla nabacedza babesebayadlala.

Sifiso waphindze watfola labangane bakhe 
lababili bakudzala.

Wabatsatsa wabayisa kuSipho, umfana lohlala 
eceleni kwakhe egumbini.
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Insimbi yakhala futsi, bagijimela emagumbini 
abo. Thishela wabanika emabhuku lanetitfombe 
tetintfo letehlukene.

Wabese ubanika emaphepha nemakhirayoni 
wabacela kutsi badvwebe titfombe tetintfo 
lebatitsandzako baphindze batikhirayone.

Emva kwaloko watsatsa titfombe tabo 
watinamatsisela ebondzeni.

Bafundzi bebajabulile kutsi imidvwebo yabo 
bekubukiswa ngayo.
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Ngalesikhatsi insimbi ikhala futsi, thishela 
wamemetela kutsi sikolo siphumile, 
batawubonana kusasa.

Sifiso wagimela egumbini laKhulekani wema 
emnyango.

“Khulekani, sikolo siphumile, asihambe siye 
ekhaya!” washo amemeta.

Ligumbi lonkhe lakhwebuka lahleka, kepha 
thishela watjela Khulekani kutsi amnake.

Ekhaya wafika watjela batali bakhe 
ngemngane wakhe lomusha nekutsi lelilanga 
ngete alikhohlwa.

Ngabe Khulekani azama kuchaza kutsi 
ummemete njani, uyamvimba.
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