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Mpilo uhlala eMsholozi naBabe wakhe Babe 
Lungu, make wakhe Nozipho kanye namkhulu 
wakhe Babe Ntuli.

Lapha ekhaya kunetakhiwo timbili letibiyelwe 
ngadalada. Kune fawundeshini lekhombisa 
emakamelo lasihlanu, kepha kusakhiwe lamabili 
aphelela. Babe Lungu ucale kwakha lendlu 
asasebenta esitolo kaMalambe.
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Sakhiwo sesibili yindlu yetjani lesebenta 
njengelikhishi, lapho make wakhe aphekela 
khona.

Ngalesinye sikhatsi umndeni wonkhe uyaye 
udlele kudla kwantsambama khona kulendlu 
yetjani.

Mpilo bekaneminyaka lelishumi nakubili 
nabacala kucoca lendzaba.

Bekangumfanyana lomncane lolungile, lotsandza 
umndeni wakubo nawo onkhe emalunga 
alomndeni.

Bekabona nekutsi kunyenti lokunalemindeni 
leminye kepha bona bete.

Bafana labanyenti labalingana naye 
bebanemabhayisikili, kepha yena bekete.

Bekatsi nakacela kubabe wakhe kutsi 
amtsengele, amtjele kutsi utamtsengela 
nangabe sekanemali, wakwamukela loko.

Bekahlonipha babe namkhulu wakhe ngenhlitiyo 
yakhe yonkhe.
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Babe Lungu wabese uphelelwa ngumsebenti 
wasesitolo kaMalambe.

Nanobe kunjalo akamange ahlale ngetandla, 
wabese uyatisebenta.

Wacala umsebenti wekubata khona ekhaya.

Bekabata titulo, ematafula, tingwembe, 
emakhovo, imiphini nako konkhe nje loku bantfu 
bebamcela kutsi akubate.
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Ngalesinye sikhatsi Mpilo naye bekamsita 
kubabe wakhe uma abuyile esikolweni emini. 
Ngetimphelasontfo bebamtfuma kuyotsengisa 
nobe ahambise ma-oda ebantfu laphelile.

Ngekuhamba kwemalanga netinyanga, 
babe Lungu wabona kutsi imali ayisangeni 
njengasekucaleni.

Umsebenti wakhe wekubata bewungasatsengwa 
njengasekucaleni. Tingwembe nemakhovo 
kuphela lebekusatsengwa ncono. Wacala 
wakhatsateka kakhulu, wagcina se 
acindzetelekile.

Indlela yakhe yekuphila yantjintja, wacala kuba 
nelulaka nenkhani. Bese katsetsa nawowonkhe 
umuntfu lapha ekhaya futsi anekuphawula 
ngekuphikisa yonkhe intfo.
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Mpilo bekasafundza sikolo ephurayimari edvute 
nasekhaya. Make wakhe bekamgcugcutela kutsi 
afundze ngobe imfundvo ngiyo letamkhipha 
buphuya.

Mpilo wamlalela Make wakhe loko akusho kuye, 
wacala kutsandza emabhuku nekufundza.

Bekangasafundzi emabhuku akhe esikolo 
kuphela, bese afundza nanobe nguliphi libhuku 
lahlangana nalo.
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Bekafundza nemaphephandzaba kanye 
nabomagazini. Loko kumente wazuza kakhulu 
lwati nemininingwane kudlala labalingana naye.

Mpilo bekaboleka libhuku njalo emva kwemaviki 
mabili noma matsatfu kumtapo mabhuku 
wasesikolweni.

Bekafundza netindzaba emabhukwini esiNgisi, 
loku bekumsita kutsi alusebentise kahle lolulwimi.

Loku kwenta kutsi bothishela labanyenti 
bamdvumise ngemsebenti wakhe lomuhle.

Nangabe kubhalwe luhlolo, Mpilo bekatitfolela 
emamaki lasetulu kakhulu.

Make wakhe wabuya ajabule kakhulu 
nakayolandza umbiko wakhe.

Lihembe laMpilo bese liphume nembala ngobe 
bebaliwashwa liviki neliviki.
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Futsi beselinemichibiyelo etindzaweni letinyenti. 
Make wakhe bekalitfunga njalo nalidzabuka.

Ngalelinye lilanga aye emfuleni ayowasha, 
wasitwa ngulabanye bomake.

Babona kutsi ute insipho leyanele, kepha 
bekanelicetu nje lelincane lensipho.

Bamtfululela insipho yekuwasha yemphuphu 
lenyenti, batsi lenye utawuyisebentisa ngalelinye 
lilanga.
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Mpilo waguca wabonga lusito lwalabomake.
Kepha bekete neticatfulo tesikolo.

Leti bekanikwe ngumzala wakhe abavumi kutsi 
atigcoke esikolweni.

Usitwe bakaNational Education Collaboration 
Trust (NECT) nebaka Woolworths.

Bafike banikela ngeticatfulo tesikolo 
ebantfwaneni.

Ngalelolanga kwaba nemsebenti lomkhulu lapha 
esikolweni.

Mpilo nalabanye bantfwana labakhetsiwe 
bamukeliswa ticatfulo netikhwana temabhuku.
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Ngalamanye emalanga Mpilo bekaya esikolweni 
ngendlala, angakadli lutfo. Ngenhlanhla, lapha 
esikolweni babamukelisa kudla ngesikhatsi 
selikhefu.

Mpilo nalabanye bantfwana labaphuma 
emakhaya laphuyile bebaphindze baniketwe 
kudla lokusele. Bebakutfwala lokudla baye nako 
emakhaya bayodla kona ntsambama. Sikolo 
uma sivalwa bebabanika imphuphu, timbaweni 
nalokunye lokusele.
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Loku bekubasita kutsi bangalambi ngabe tikolo 
tivaliwe.

Mpilo nakafika ebangeni lesikhombisa, babe 
wakhe wacala kumlungisela kutsi ayofundza 
esikolweni semfundvo lephakeme, eMlilo.

Wahamba wayofuna emafomu esicelo sekucala 
Libanga lesiphohlongo, wawagcwalisa.

Waphumelela libanga lesikhombisa 
ngemalengiso, bamtsatsa eMlilo kutsi ayofundza 
khona.

Iyunifomu yasesekondari beyihlukile kuleyo 
yasephurayimari ngaphandle kweticatfulo.

Bahamba naye bayomtsengela libhulukwe 
nelihembe linye kuphela.

Abakakhoni kumtsengela itirekisuti ngoba 
bebete imali leyanele.
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Mpilo bamtsatsa wayofundza eMlilo. 
Bafundzi bekufanele bagcoke Iyunifomu 
yesikolo ngeMsombuluko, Lwesibili, Lwesine. 
NgoLwesitsatfu bekugcokwa ematilekisudi, 
ngobe lilanga lemidlalo.

NgaLwesihlanu bekulilanga lekugcoka nobe 
kanjani, kugcokwa imphahla lebayitsandzako 
kepha kufanele bakhokhe emalandi lasihlanu.



13

Mpilo bebahlala bemjezisela kungagcoki 
itirekisudi ngaLwesitsatfu.

NgaLwesithathu bekajeziswa ngoba bekete 
imali kantsi netimphahla letifanele tekugcoka 
ngalelilanga bekete.

Emva kwetinyanga letimbalwa esekondari Mpilo 
weva ngatsi imphilo imatima.

Bekagcoka Iyunifomu yinye liviki lonkhe.

Tintfo taba tibi kakhulu, ngalomunye Lwesitsatfu, 
mhla libhulukwe lakhe lidzabuka ngemuva.

Labanye bafana bamhleka labanye bambita 
ngawo onkhe emagama.

Wakhiphela lihembe ngaphandle kute livale 
lesikhala.

Loku kwabanga kutsi bothishela bamtsetsise 
ngoba bekungakavunyelwa esikolweni saseMlilo.
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Ntsambama wakhuluma nebatali bakhe kutsi 
kuya esikolweni se kumatima kuye.

Wabatjela kutsi ucabanga kuyekela sikolo ngobe 
uyahlupheka.

Babe wakhe wacela kutsi abakhombise 
emabhuku akhe.
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Nabawabuka emabhuku babona kutsi utfola 
emamaki lasetulu emisebentini wasegumbini, 
wasekhaya newekuhlola.

Babe wakhe watsi, “Mntfwanami, usebenta kahle 
kuto tonkhe tifundvo. Loko ngiko lokubalulekile 
emphilweni, loku lokunye kutawendlula.”

Make wakhe watsi, ”Kubeketela kuletsa 
imphumelelo, Imfundvo ngiso kuphela 
sikhalilesingakukhipha ebuphuyeni.”
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Babe Lungu waphuma wahamba waya ekhaya 
laBabe Mgwenya, thishelanhloko wesikolo.

Uhlala endlini legibelene, ibiyelwe ngelubondza 
lolwentiwe ngematje lasikiwe.

Watsi nakafika Babe Lungu wema egedeni 
wakhuleka watsi, “Sanibonani! Sanibonani 
ekhaya!”

Lacala ligede lavuleka lingakabanjwa 
ngumuntfu. Wabese uyavela umninimuti 
atewumhlangabeta.



17

“Nangibona ligede litivulekela kute muntfu, 
ngicabange kutsi vele ngiyoba yinyama yetinja 
natikhona,” kusho Babe Lungu.

Babe Mgwenya waphendvula watsi, 
“Bengisapaka imoto egalaji,nakhona khululeka, 

kute inja la ekhaya.”

“Kwaze kwaba kuhle kukubona Babe Lungu.
Sesidze sikhatsi singabonani!”

“Licinisa, ngagcina kuta lapha mhla 
ngitokwentela emashelufu egalaji lakho,” 
kuphendvula Babe Lungu.

Ngesikhatsi sebahlalisekile endlini, Babe Lungu 
wachaza ngebumatima lahlangabetana nabo 
ngekukhokhela tidzingo tesikolo temfana wakhe.

“Manje umfana ucabanga kuyekela sikolo, site 
sitfole imali.

Ngete ngaba nekutfula ngobe ngumfana 
lohlakaniphile, nakhona nje utawutsini 
umphakatsi ngami?
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Babe Mgwenya watsi, “Ngitakusita, kepha 
yena kutawumele ete atewusebenta lapha 
kimi nakaphuma esikolweni. Mtjele ete ehovisi 
lami kusasa ekuseni.” Babe Lungu wahamba 
ajabulile.
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Nakafika ekhaya wachazela umkakhe 
nendvodzana yakhe yonkhe intfo, wagcina 
ngekutsi, “Uye uyobonana nathishelanhloko 
ehovisi lakhe intfo yekucala kusasa ekuseni.”

Thishelanhloko wamtjela kutsi ufanele enteni 
nakafika ekhaya lakhe waphindze watsembisa 
kumtsengela Iyunifomu kanye netirekisudu.

Kusukela ngalelo langa Mpilo wacala kusebenta 
ekhaya lathishelanhloko nakaphuma esikolweni.

Bekasheshe ashayise ngeMigcibelo kantsi 
bekangasebenti ngemaSontfo.

Babe Mgwenya wamtsengela yonkhe leyunifomu 
lebekayidzinga njengoba atsembisile.

Ekupheleni kwemnyaka Mpilo waphumelela 
libanga lesiphohlongo ngemamaki lasetulu.

Wachubeka wasebenta khona wate 
waphumelela libanga lemfica.
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Babe Mgwenya bekanebantfwana babili, Mfundo 
naGlory. Mfundo bekamdzadlana kantsi Glory 
bekalingana naMpilo, futsi bafundza libanga 
lelifanako.

Mfundo naGlory bebafundza eNkunzi 
Sekondari. Bebahamba ngetekisi ngobe sikolo 
besikhashane.
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NgeMigcibelo Mpilo bekalekelela Glory 
ngemsebenti wakhe wasekhaya.

Nanobe bekangetulu ngelibanga, Mfundo 
bekambabata kuMpilo ngelwati lwakhe 
kuMatematiki kanye neSayensi.

BoGlory naMpilo baphumelela bobabili baya 
ebangeni lelishumi nakunye, Ngalesikhatsi 
sekenta libanga lelishumi nakubili, Mpilo 
bekachitsa sikhatsi sakhe lesinyenti emndenini 
wakaMgwenya.

Bekalindza Glory abuye esikolweni bese umsita 
ngemsebenti wakhe wasekhaya.

Nanobe bekangasebenti ngemaSontfo, bekaya 
kulomndeni bese bafundza bobabili.

Waphumelela libanga lelishumi nakubili 
ngemalengiso kuMatematiki, Sayensi nesiNgisi.

Tinkapani letinyenti tamnika umfundzate kutsi 
afundze eNyuvesi layitsandzako yena.
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Wakhetsa umfundzate lobekawunikwe ngulenye 
inkampani lenkhulu kutsi ahambe ayofundzela 
buNjiniyela beTemvelo eNyuvesi yaseKapa.

Batsi batawukhokhela tifundvo takhe, indzawo 
yekuhlala, kudla, emabhuku nako konkhe 
lokuhambisana nawo kanye nekwekuhamba.

Bamtsengela lithikithi lendiza wandiza emoyeni 
kwekucala emphilweni yakhe.

Ngenyanga yeNhlaba watfumela babe wakhe 
imali kutsi acedzise kwakha indlu.
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Wamtjela kutsi lemali ibuya kulemali bekayongile 
bekuyimali yekudla laphiwe yona yinkapani.

Bekatfumela neyekutsenga kudla kwasekhaya, 
bebangasasweli lutfo ekhaya. Mpilo wacedza 
tifundvo takhe tebuNjiniyela beTemvelo 
ngemnyaka wesine.

Nebatali bakhe bagibela indiza kwekucala 
bayobona umcimbi wakhe wekugcokela 
kuphotfula tifundvo kwendvodzana yabo.

Inkapani yamnika umsebenti esifundzeni yase 
Nshonalanga Kapa. Emva kwaloko bamtfumela 
eGauteng kutsi ayophatsa ligatja lebelivuliwe.

Utse nakafika ekhaya ngemaholide, 
wavakashela Babe Mgwenya kuyobonga 
ngendlela lamsita ngayo asesengumfundzi 
eMlilo.

Wabese wakhela babe wakhe indlu 
yekusebentela kuyo waphindze wamtsengela 
nemathulusi lasebenta ngagezi. Nembala 
kubeketela kuletsa imphumelelo.
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