The A friends




Anqu and Akani had been best, friends from birth.

Theﬁ were both born in August. Theg both had ‘A’
names. Anqu and Akani P|03ed together‘ every dag.




The two bOHS were in dif ferent classes at. school, but

twea c||waﬂs P agecl together‘ at, break. Ever‘ﬂ dag

twea met at the Acacia tree so theg could decide
what to do.




On MOHC

ay theﬂ decided to run. Whi

r‘unning,

ne tr‘iPPed on a stone and fel

e AHOPCI wdas

to the 3r‘ound.

Anqu begqn to cry. ‘StoP cr‘ﬂingl You're like a |oq|:>3!'
AkoniJoked. But, AnoPa didn't, |augh.

READ 1
| wonder how
friend calls him a baby?

READ 2
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Anopa feels when his | can infer that Anopa didn't think it was

funny when Akani called him a baby,

because he didn’t laugh.
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On Tuesclqﬂ theg decided to P|03 soccer. While Anqu

was P|03in3, another |003 cicked him. AnoPa begqn to
cry. ‘StoP cr‘ﬂing! You're like a |oq|03!' Akani\joked. But,
Anqu didn't |du3|‘1.

READ 1 READ 2
Akani thinks he is being funny, but | infer | can infer that Anopa didn’t like Akani'’s
from the picture that Anopa doesn't like joke, because he didn’t laugh.

when his friend calls him a baby.




On Wednesc

down the s

the ground.

IC

ay theg decided to slide. When Anqu slid
e, he went too fast and landed hard on

He begqn to cry. ‘StoP cr‘ﬁing! You're like

a |oi3 |oa|o§j!' Akanijoked. But, AnOPCI didn't |au3h.

READ 1

more upset that his friend is calling him a

A
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READ 2
| infer that Anopa is getting more and When Anopa doesn’t laugh, | can infer

that he doesn't like being called a baby -

baby! | wonder what he will do? even though it is a joke!
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On Thur‘sddﬁ, when Akani got to the Acacia tree,
Anqu was not, there. Akani decided to look for his
friend. He looked ever‘ﬂwher‘e. He ﬂna”g found AnoPa
on the swings with Bongqni. ‘Whﬂ didn't AnoPd wait,

for me to |o|c13. " Akani wondered angr‘i|3. e |o|c|3ed |03
himself for the rest, of the break.

READ 1 READ 2

Oh! | see that Anopa is playing with a | can infer that Anopa found a new friend
new friend. | wonder if it is because to play with because he didn’t like Akani
Akani kept calling him a baby? calling him a baby. It made him not want

to play with Akani!




That, night, Akani's father asked him if he had a 3ood

aqay-

No, said Akani, AnoPa didn't wait for me to P|03
Whﬁ not?’ his father asked.

‘T don't know, Akani shr‘ugged.

'Did ant wing thPen between the two of Bou’?' his

\
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father asked.

\I aon t |(now AkCInI shr‘ugged
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‘Are You sure nothlng thPenecJ?' his father asked
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aqgain.

/A?kqni thought and thought. ‘Well. . .AnoPa q|waas
cries at break. . .I called him a |oa|03.'

"How do You think You would feel if AnOPCI called You a
|oq|03. " his father asked.

Akani thought and thought. T think I would feel
uPset!' he said.

‘What do You think You could do to fix it?" his father
asked.




READ 1 READ 2

Akani thought his joke was funny. | can It was difficult for Akani to figure out why
infer that he didn’t think about how the Anopa didn't play with him. It took him
joke might hurt his friend’s feelings. a long time for him to figure out what

could be wrong. | can infer that Akani
didn’t mean to hurt his friend'’s feelings -
he thought he was just being funny.
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‘T want, to make him a card to say sor‘r‘H,' Akani said.

He ran to get a Piece of paper. He folded it in half. He

drew a Picture of him and AHOPCI P|03in3 together‘.

Then he wrote, ‘Sor‘r‘ﬁll

READ 1
| wonder if Anopa will forgive his friend
when he sees the card?

READ 2

| can infer that Akani wants his friend to
know he feels sorry, because he spends
time making him a card.




Oh FT‘ICICIH before SC|’\OO| began, Akani |OOI(9CI
ever‘gwl'\er‘e for* AnOPCI. \A/I'\en he 'FOUHCI l’\lm, he I’\CIHCIGCI

him the card. I'm sor‘r‘ﬂll he said.




At break time, Anqu was wqiting for Akani at the

Acacia tree. But he wasn't alone. Bongani was with

him. ‘Thanks for the card, AnoPa said. Let's qufj’ and
Bongani can quﬂ tool’

Bongani didn't have an ‘A" name. He wasn't born in

August. But, it was still good to play with a new friend.

READ 1 READ 2

| infer that Anopa has forgiven his friend, | infer that Anopa liked playing with

because he shows up at their normal Bongani, because he brings him along

meeting spot. to play - even though he has forgiven
Akani!



READ 1

What makes Anopa cry?

He tripped on a stone, he got kicked by
another boy, and he landed hard on the
ground.

What did Akani say when Anopa cried?
He called him a baby.

Why did Anopa play with a new friend

on Thursday?

* Because he didn't like being called a
baby.

* Because Akani had called him a baby
on Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday
and he didn't like it.

* Because he wanted a friend who
wouldn't laugh at him when he got
hurt.

* Because Akani hurt his feelings.

READ 2

How can we infer that Anopa didn’t like

Akani’s joke?

* Because he didn't laugh.

* Because he found a new friend to play
with.

What did Akani make his friend?
He made him a card to say sorry.

Why did Akani speak to his dad in the

story?

* Because he had a bad day.

* Because he was sad when Anopa
played with a new friend instead of
him.

* Because he didn’t understand why
Anopa didn’t want to play with him.

* Because he needed help to figure out
what was wrong.




The ‘A’ friends: Activity Ideas
Clapping game

1
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Seat the learners in circles of about five.

Learners should clap a slow rhythm - they should clap their hands on their legs and
then clap their hands together — they should do this over and over.

Then, the first learner must say — let’s call, girls names, /d/ sound.

Then, going around in the circle, each learner must say a girl’s name that start with
the sound /d/.

When the group runs out of /d/ names, it is the next learner’s chance to say - let'’s
call, boys’ names, /s/ sound.

Then, going around in the circle, each learner must say a boy’s name that starts with
the sound /s/.

And so on...

Making cards
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Give each learner a piece of A4 paper.

Show them how to fold it in half, or even in quarters if you prefer.

Then, tell learners that they are going to make a card for a friend.

Explain that it is always nice to get a card from a friend.

Sometimes it may be a card to say, ‘I'm sorry’ if your friend upset you.

But it may also be a card to say ‘thank you for being my friend".

Show learners how to draw a picture on the front cover.

Then write these short sentences on the chalkboard for learners to copy. They
should choose one sentence:

| am sorry.

Thank you.

Let learners give the cards they make to their friends - try to arrange it that every
learner receives a card.
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Dakalo and Andani were best, friends.

READ 1
| can connect this to the story we read last week! These characters are best friends, just like
Anopa and Akani.




Dakalo was the best runner at school. He was so fast..
Usudl Y, Andani was his biggest fan. He cheered for
him. He br‘ought him water at the end of the race.

But the school athletics doﬁ was coming up. The

Princi|o0|, Mr Tlou, announced that the winner of the
OO metre race would win a tr‘oPhB! Andani decided
he had to win the race — he had to beat, Daka|o,Just

this once.

READ 2
Andani is feeling like he wants to win - to be the best. | can make a connection to this.

My friend in High School was the best in drama she always got the lead roles. | felt like
just once, | wanted to get a better part in a play than her. | felt jealous.



Ever‘ﬁ daa after school, Andani Prqcticed
and Pr‘acticed.

He rdan qnd rdan.
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READ 2
That’s just like me and my friend - | wanted to get a better part and | practiced and
practiced.



On the dqﬁ of the race, Andani felt r‘eadﬂ to win.
When the whistle |o|ew, Andani ran as fast. as he could.
But no matter how he tried, he couldn't keeP up with

Dakalo. Dakalo made r‘unning fast look so eqsal

READ 2
On the day of the auditions, my friend still got the part of the play | wanted - even
though | had practiced so much. | felt so upset. | felt jealous of my friend for getting the

part in the play | wanted.



After t/he race, Mr Tlou told all the children to sit and
be oluiet. Then, he called Dakalo to come and stand
on the stclge. Mr Tlou hqnded Dakalo a shing silver

tr‘ophﬂl All the learners cheered.
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READ 2

Andani must be feeling jealous of all the attention his friend is getting. | can make a
connection. On the night of the play, when | watched my friend on the stage instead of
me, | felt very jealous that it was her and not me!



Afterwards, Dakalo ran to find Andani. Andani was
usua |3 his biggest fan! But, when Dakalo held up his

troP Y to show his friend, Andani gr‘dloloed it, and
threw it to the 3r‘ounc]. ‘StoP br‘agging,' he said.

READ 1 READ 2

| can connect this to when Akani called | can make a connection! After the play,
Anopa a baby. | make this connection, my friend’s parents brought her flowers.
because both friends did something When she came to show me, | told her
unkind to each other. Andani and Akani they were ugly. | was feeling jealous, and |
both had moments of not being good said something mean - just like Andani.
friends!



That, nigl'\t, Andani told his father about what, had

haPPened. T lost the race, and then Dakalo waved his
stuPicJ Prize N my face!l” Andani said.

You shouldn't |oeJ'ea|ous of Dakalo for |oeing a good
runner, his father said. "We all have dif ferent talents!
Dakalo is the fastest runner. But You have Your own
sPecia| talents. Andani's father went on,

"You are brilliant, at.

maths and You are the

best drawer

I know.

READ 1
| can make a connection! In the story we read last week, Akani also talked with his dad
when he was feeling upset.



Andani thought about, this. Maﬂbe his dad was
r‘ight. His teacher a ways Put his drdwings up on the

classroom wall. Andile thought about, how he would
feel if Dakalo gr‘dloloecl his clr‘dwing and threw it to the
3round,Just ike he had done to Dakalo's sPecia| Prize.

READ 1 READ 2

In both stories, the characters’ fathers That’s just like how | talked to my Auntie
helped the them solve problems! | think afterwards. She helped remind me that |
talking about a problem with someone am a really good writer and painter.

you love and trust can help!



The next mor‘ning Andani found Dakalo. Tm sorry
about, BestePJQB,' he said, ‘Hou're the best, runner and

I'm Your biggest fanl’

READ 1 READ 2

Oh! | can connect this to the card Akani | can make a connection. Once | calmed

made for Anopa. In both stories, we see down and thought about the mean

that sometimes friends must apologiseto ~ words | had said to my friend, | felt very

each other. bad. | apologised - just like Akani and
Andani.



L ater that claa, when it was time for wr‘iting, Andani

drew a Picture of Mr Tlou giving Dakalo his shin3 silver
t’mPhH‘ He wrote the sentence, 1 am Pr‘oud of my
friend. And it was true, he was.

READ 2
Andani is feeling proud of his friend. | can make a connection! The next time my friend
was in a play, | brought her flowers. | told her that | was proud of her, and | was!



READ 1
Who was the best runner?
Dakalo was the best runner.

Why did Andani practice and practice?
Because he wanted to win the race, just
this once.

What connections can you make
between this story and the story we
read last week?

* Both stories had friends that did
something unkind.

* In both stories, the characters spoke to
their fathers. Their fathers helped them
solve problems.

* In both stories, the characters
apologised.

READ 2
Who helped Andani feel better?
Andani’s father helped him feel better.

When was a time you felt jealous, like
Andani?

(Listen to individual responses. Make
sure learners understand what it means
to be jealous, and can make a logical
connection to this feeling.)

Why did Andani throw Dakalo’s trophy

to the ground?

* Because he was upset about not
winning.

* Because he had practiced and
practiced, and he was upset that
Dakalo still beat him.

* Because he was jealous that Dakalo
got the trophy.

* Because he was jealous of all the
attention Dakalo was getting.







One daﬁ, ittle red hen found a gr‘ain of wheat.
‘Who will he|P me p ant, this wheat?’ she asked

READ 1
| wonder who will help the little red hen?




'‘Not I, said the duck.

Not, I, said the goose.
Not, I, said the Pig.

Then I'll |o|ont It mﬂsehc,' said the little red hen.
And so she did.

READ 1
| wonder why the other animals will not
help the little red hen plant the wheat?

READ 2

| can make the evaluation that the little
red hen is more hard-working than the
other animals!




The gr‘din of wheat grew
into a tall wheat P|ant.

READ 1
| wonder what the little red hen will do with her wheat?




“Who will he|P me cut, this wheat?” asked the little
red hen.

READ 1 READ 2
| wonder if any of the animals will help | wonder how the little red hen feels
the little red hen now? about doing all the work alone?




‘Not I said
the duck.

‘Not, I said
the goose.




‘Not, I said
the Pig.

T | Then I'll cut, it mﬂsehc‘!'
. - said the little red hen.
And so she did.

READ 1 READ 2
| wonder why the other animals will not | can make the evaluation that the other
help the little red hen cut the wheat? animals are not helpful friends!




When the wheat was cut, the little red hen cackled
‘Who will he|P me carry the wheat?’

'‘Not I mooed the cow.
'‘Not I barked the dog.
'‘Not I meowed the cat.

So she carried it, herself.

READ 2

| can make the evaluation that the other animals are not kind. They see their friend
working hard, and they don't offer to help her!
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Then the little

reg hen qsked,

\

ho wil he||o

me Sr‘inc
this wheat, into
flour?”

‘Not, I said
the duck.

‘Not, I said
the goose.

‘Not, I said
the pig.

Then Il gr‘ind It
m35e|f:' said the
ittle red hen.




And so she did.

READ 1
| wonder what the little red hen is going to do with her flour?




When the wheat
had been gr‘ouncl
into flour, the little
red hen asked,
"Who will he||o me
bake some bread?’

‘Not, I said
the duck.

‘Not, I said
the goose.

‘Not, I said
the pig.

Then I'll bake it
mﬂsehc,' said the

ittle red hen. . :
And so she did. . o

READ 1 READ 2
Oh! The little red hen is using her flour | wonder how the little red hen feels that

to bake bread! | wonder who will eat the she has done all the work alone?
bread?







When the bread was baked, the little red hen asked,
‘Who will he|P me eat some bread”?’

T willl’ said the duck.
T willl’ said the goose.
T willl’ said the Pig.

‘No, You won t!” said the little red hen. 'You did not
want to he||o me at alll I will not share my bread with

30U! I will eat it 4l uP!' And so she did.

READ 1 READ 2

| wonder why the animals said they | can make the evaluation that the little
would help now? | can make the red hen doesn’t think her friends should
evaluation that they think eating is more eat the bread because they didn't help
fun than working! her at all!






READ 1
What did the little red hen find?
She found a grain of wheat.

Who are the other characters in the
story?
Duck, goose, and pig.

Why didn’t the little red hen share her
bread?

No one helped her plant, cut, carry,
grind, or bake!

Because she did all the hard work by
herself!

Because the other animals didn't help
her with anything else!

READ 2

What did the little red hen do alone?
She planted, cut, carried and ground the
wheat and baked the bread.

When did the other characters say they
would help her?

When the bread was baked, they said
they would help eat it!

How do we know that the little red hen

is a hard worker?

* She planted, cut, carried, ground, and
baked all by herself!

* Because she did all the hard work by
herself!

* Because she worked when no one else
wanted to!







Two weeks ago, Khwezi and his mother filled an old eqq

carton with soil, and |o|cmted seeds inside. Kwezi drew

little Pictures on each qu‘t of the carton, so that theﬁ
could remember what seeds thea had P|anted.

READ 1 READ 2
| visualise Khwezi watching the soil, | visualise the little seeds deep within the

waiting and waiting for his little seedlings  sail.
to poke through!



Then every dqg, Khwezi went, to the windowsill to check

on the seec"ings' gr‘owth, and to water them.

READ 2
| visualise Khwezi running to the windowsill each day when he gets home from school!



After a week, Khwezi noticed that his seec"ings were

ﬂna”g Poking thr‘ough the soil

‘Mom!” he shouted, 'we can Put them in the 3ar‘den

1
now!

But when his mom came to loo

exP|ainecJ, ‘Not. Bet Khwezi — t

< at the seeds, she

he little seec“ings have

to be as tall as Your ﬂnger‘ before theﬂ can go into the

3r‘ound.'
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READ 1 READ 2

| visualise Khwezi’s look of excitement | can visualise Khwezi's frown when he
when he finally sees a little green learns that the seedlings aren’t ready for
seedling. He is so happy that something the garden yet!

has finally grown!



Ever‘ﬂ claa, Khwezi went to the windowsill to measure

the seec"ings' 3r*owth next to his ﬂnger, and to water

them.

READ 1 READ 2

| visualise Khwezi holding his little finger Khwezi really cares about his plants. |
next to the tallest seedling — because he visualise him carefully watering his little
really wants them to be tall enough to seedlings each day .

replant!



Fina”H, on Satur‘dqg mor‘ning, all the seec“ings in the
carton were as tall as Khwezi's ﬂnger! It was time to

reP|ant the seec"ings into the gar‘den.

READ 1 READ 2

| visualise Khwezi picking up the carton, | visualise Khwezi's mother inspecting
and taking it to show his mother. He is so the seedlings, to make sure they are
excited! ready to go into the garden outside.



Khwezi and his mother went outside. Khwezi |'\e|PecJ
his mother to make four raised beds for the seec“ings.
Then, Kwezi's mother showed him how to carefu”g
take a seec“ing from the eqq carton and re|o|qnt It

This way, the little |o|cmts will have much more room to

gr‘ow!' she said.

READ 1 READ 2

| visualise Khwezi’'s big smile as he works | visualise Khwezi's mother holding the
with his mother in the garden - he has plant gently as she replants it into the
been waiting and waiting for this day! ground.



Khwezi he|PecJ his mother to reP|qnt all of the
tomatoes into the first raised bed.
‘We'll Put the carrots in here!l’ she said. Pointing to the

second raised bed.

Then, Khwezi r‘eP|antecJ the ca|o|oage seec“ings into the

third raised bed dll |03 himself. His mother re|o|dnte<:|
the sPinach seeo"ings into the fourth raised bed.

READ 1 READ 2

| visualise Khwezi carefully watching his | visualise Khwezi carefully watching his

mother, because she knows just want to mother, because he cares about his little

do. seedlings and he wants to help them
grow!




Khwezi felt prouc of his hard work. He stePPed back
to look at all the little seedl INgs standlng in neat, little

rows. As he admired their hard wor‘|(, he saw a worm

cr‘aw|ing thr‘ough the sail.

READ 1 READ 2

| visualise the little moving worm | infer that this is Khwezi's first garden.
catching Khwezi's eye. | wonder what he | visualise how happy and proud he looks
thinks about worms? when he sees all of his seedlings ready to

grow into big vegetables!



'‘Oh no! Look! That worm will eat, all our sPinqu'

Khwezi said.
He Picked It up and was about to throw it, when his

mother shouted, 'No Khwezi! You must Put the worm

back in the bed!’
'Put it back? ng. " Khwezi was confused.
"Worms he P gcr‘clens gr‘ow.' his mother exP|dined. \BB

digging holes around the P ants, theg make sure that
P|cmts get enough water to drink and air to breathe.
Theﬂ he|P P|qnts to grow |oig and str‘ongll

-

READ 1 READ 2

| visualise Khwezi’'s arm over his head, | visualise Khwezi's mother putting
about to throw the worm far away from her arm around Khwezi and calmly
the garden, right before his mother sees explaining to him that worms help our
him. gardens.



Khwezi Put the worm gent|3 back onto the soail. "You

can live in herel Thanks for he||oin3 our gor‘den!' he

said.

READ 1

| visualise Khwezi putting the worm
back. Now that he knows the worm will
help his special garden grow, he treats it
very carefully and gently!

READ 2

Oh! Khwezi knows now how helpful the
worm can be for his garden. | visualise
Khwezi looking for extra worms to add to
his garden in the future. | know he loves
his garden and wants the vegetables to
grow!




READ 1
What kinds of vegetables do Khwezi
and his mother plant?

Tomatoes, carrots, cabbage, and spinach.

Visualise Khwezi’s face when he sees
the worm in his new, special garden.
What do you see?

(Ask learners to show you)

Why did Khwezi pick the worm up?

* Because he didn't want to the worm in
his garden.

* Because he was going to throw the
worm far away from the garden.

* Because he didn’t know that worms
help gardens grow.

* Because he thought the worm might
ruin his vegetables and he wanted to
remove it from the garden.

* Because he thought the worm would
eat all the spinach.

READ 2

How tall does Khwezi’s mother say

the seedling must be before they are
planted in the garden outside?

She says they must be as tall as his finger.

How do worms help gardens?

They help plants get enough air and
water.

They dig little tiny holes around plants,
which helps the plants get air and
water.

Why did Khwezi's feeling about the
worm change?

Because his mother explained that
worms are important to the garden.
Because Khwezi learnt something new
which changed his feelings.

Because Khwezi really cares about his
garden! Once he knows the worm is
helpful, he realises that he wants to
worm to be in the garden.
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A |ong, |on3 Ltime ago, all zebras were white.




One daﬁ, /weli and Zinzi Zebra were 3oin3 toa Par‘tﬂ
at King Lion's den. T'\eﬂ wanted to look extra sPecid|.
First,, theﬁ Pqinted themselves in bright colours. Theg
ooked at each other. This doesn't look sPeciq| enough!'

thea agr‘eed.

READ 1
Zweli and Zinzi Zebra wanted to wear something special to the party. | can make a

connection! When | went to my sister’s party, | wanted to look beautiful. | bought a
new, special dress. Zebras don't wear clothes! They are painting their bodies.




Theﬁ thought and thought about, what, theg could do
to look sPecic| for the big Par‘tH. T know!” Zinzi Zebra

saio|, ‘No one else has striPes! We must wear striPes to

the Par‘tgll T'\eﬁ Pdinted striPes on each other Theg

looked at each other. Now we look sPeciq”' /weli and

Linzi agr‘eed. Theﬁ felt Pr‘oucl as t'\eﬂ walked to the
Pdrtﬁ.

READ 1

| can make a connection! Sometimes when | am getting ready for a big party, | change my
clothes until | find something special to wear. That is just like the zebras. They didn’t feel
special in bright colours, so they tried stripes instead!









When Zweli and Zinzi Zebra arrived at,
the Pdr‘tg, theg 30’(, SO many comP|iments.

"You look smart!’ said E|e|ohc|nt.
"You look beautiful!’ said Hi|o|oo.
"You look sPecia“' said Rhino.

‘Thank Bou!' /weli and Zinzi said Pr‘oucﬂﬁ.

‘We love our new striPes!'

£ READ 2
Zweli and Zinzi Zebra must feel so good. | can make a connection. When | wore my
new dress to a party, my friend said: ‘Wow - you look amazing!’ | felt so good when she
said that! It feels good to get a compliment!




Even King Lion com|o|imented their

striPes.

"Wow, Your str‘iPes look stunning!' he

said.

The other zebras watched as all of the

animals com|o|imenteo| /weli and Zinzi

/ebrd's striPes.

"We want, striPes ike Zweli and Zinzil’
the other zebras agr‘eed.

READ 2
The other zebras must have felt jealous. | can make a connection. Sometimes | feel
jealous if my mom gives a compliment to my sister, but she doesn’t give one to me!
Then, | want to do just what my sister is doing so | can get a compliment too!







The next, daﬂ,
all of the zebras
Painted their

own str‘iPes. Theg
|'\e||oed each other
Paint striPes,Just
like the ones Zwell
and Zinzi wore to
the qu‘tﬂl But,
as theg walkec

around the veld,
theH didn't get
any comP|iments!

All of the other

animals had

alread Y seen

str‘iPes —their
o 7/

str‘||oes weren

sPecia| and new

anﬂ more.

READ 1 READ 2

Zweli and Zinzi Zebra really looked good The zebras must have felt sad that the
for the party! Everyone else wants to other animals didn’t say nice things
dress just like them! about their stripes, too!






The zebras went to the river to clean themselves. But,

when theﬂ tried to scrub of f their striPes, the Pqint
would not come of T Theﬁ scrubbed and scrubbed, but,

their str‘iPes would not. budge!




To this cloﬂ, the zebras still can't get their striPes of f1




READ 1

What did the zebras paint on
themselves first?

They painted bright colours.

What did the zebras paint on
themselves second?
They painted stripes.

Why did the Zweli and Zinzi Zebra paint

stripes on themselves?

* Because they wanted to look nice for a
party.

* Because they wanted to wear
something special.

* Because they didn't like the bright
colours.

READ 2
Who liked Zweli and Zinzi's stripes?
All of the other animals liked their stripes.

What happened when the zebras tried
to wash their stripes off?
They would not come off!

Why do you think the other zebras

decided to paint stripes on themselves?

* Because they thought Zweli and Zinzi
Zebra looked good.

* Because they wanted to look as good
as Zweli and Zinzi.

* Because they wanted other animals to
say nice things to them too.






The children have been waiting to go on a field triP to
the farm. These children live in the |oi3 citﬂ — theg have
never seen farm animals before! When theﬁ get to the
farm, theﬂ see a little lamb.

'Look at, that cute little lamb!’ Suzg 39”3‘ She runs over
to Pet the lamb. Bongq is too scared to Pet the animals.
HeJust watches the little |oi9 snort, and eat.

READ 1 READ 2

| can visualise the noises that the children | can visualise how excited the children
hear on the farm. | can visualise an oink, must be to see farm animals for the first
oink. | can visualise a baa! time! | can visualise them smiling and

running towards the animals!







Next, the children walk over to the fence. The farmer's
son shows them how to feed carrots to the horse. '1
didn't know horses eat, carrots!’ Ben |oug|ws. He wants
to Pet the |oi3 goot, but, he feels too scared of its |oig
horns! He |oic|(s up the f\ur‘r‘ﬂ, frieno"g dog instead.

READ 1 READ 2
| can visualise the sound of a horse | can visualise Ben reaching for the goat.
chomping on carrots. It makes a loud But then, Ben sees the big horns and

chewing noise — chomp, chomp! pulls his hand back!




5

B
-~

Neigh, neigh. ’



Rick runs over to the |oi3 cow. Farmer Siﬂo IS going

to milk the cow! "Wowl! I have never seen milk coming
from a cow!’ Rick 36”3' Sophiq climbs the fence to
watch Farmer Siﬂa. The children hear the little chicks
PeePing. But theH also hear a str‘qnge sound — the
sound of cr‘Hing.

‘Which animal makes a cr‘ﬁing sound?’ SoPhia asks.

‘That isn't an animal — that is a cr‘ﬁing child!" Farmer
Siﬂq says, |oo|(ing worried.

READ 1 READ 2
| can visualise the cow mooing and | can visualise Farmer Siya looking
mooing. Itis a loud sound. Then | can around. | can visualise him saying: What

visualise lots of quiet peeps! is that crying sound?




MOO, MOO.







Poor Sarah — she is lost! She is cr‘Hing SO |oud|3 that

she can't hear her classmates cq”ing her name.

|_uc|(i|3, the furrﬂ, fr*ienc“g clog finds her. The dog
begins to bark |oud|3 so the others can find Sarahl

READ 1 READ 2

| can visualise the children calling loudly: | can visualise Sarah’s red face as she
Sarah, Sarah! | can visualise Sarah sitting cries! | can visualise Sarah feeling so
alone. She can only hear her own, loud scared when she looks around and sees

cries! only maize everywhere!







Sarah has walked far out, into the maize fields! Farmer
| erato drives the tractor to |oic|( up Sarah. Then, she
Picks up the rest of the children. It is time for them to

go back to the |oig citg!

READ 1 READ 2

| can visualise how happy Sarah must | can visualise Sarah’s big smile when she
feel when the dog finds her! I'm sure she sees the tractor. She must be feeling so
knows that the others will follow! happy that she is safe. | bet she is ready

to leave the farm!




READ 1
What did the children see on the farm?
A horse, a goat, maize, a tractor, etc.

Who got lost on the farm?
Sarah got lost!

How did the children find Sarah?

* They heard her crying.

* They heard the dog barking.

* They used the tractor together with
Farmer Lerato.

READ 2

What does Farmer Siya feed to the
horse?

He feeds the horse a carrot.

Who do the children hear crying?
They hear Sarah crying.

Why was Sarah crying?

* Because she was lost.

* Because she was so scared.

* Because she couldn’t find her friends.




~-o -




It was Fr‘iclclﬂ afternoon. School was over. It was time
for the |oig soccer match. Jabu had been Pr‘acticing all
week. Now, he could kick the ball so hard.

READ 1 READ 2
| can visualise the ball coming towards | can visualise how surprised Lindi is
Jabu. | can see him bring his leg all the when she sees the ball go over her head!

way back, and kick the ball as hard as he
can!




Jabu kicked the ball so hard that it flew over the

fence. The school dog begqn to bark. The dogJumPed

up to tr‘g to get the ball. But, the ball was way too
high! "Wow!" Lindi said, "What a hard kick Jabu!’

READ 1 READ 2
| can visualise the dog jumping and | can visualise how proud Jabu must
barking as the ball flies over his head. feel that he kicked the ball so hard. He is

smiling as he watches the ball!



Jabu kicked the ball so hard that it flew over the
houses near the school. The little children P|03ing
outside Pointed at the ball. ‘Look! Look!’ theg shouted.
Their mother looked up from the fire. Hawu!’ she said.

The children |qughed. ‘Wow!" Lindi said, 'What a hard
kick Jabu!’

READ 1 READ 2
| can visualise the little children laughing. | can visualise Lindi watching the ball
Their laughs sound so cute. go further and further. | visualise her

jumping up and down!



Nkosi's dad fet.ched Nkosi and Anna from school. Theg

were on their way home in the cart.

Nkosi heard PeoP|e on the street shouting. He looked

up. The ball was coming str‘dight for his head.
'Look out!” said Nkosi's dad.
Nkosi stood up and Put his arms out, r‘eadg to catch

B . o ’( (R
‘{'ﬁQ@;

the ball.

READ 1 READ 2
| can visualise Nkosi hearing the | can visualise Nkosi feeling scared as the
shouting and looking around. ball comes towards his head!



‘Wow!" Anna said, What a good catch Nkosil’

'T know where this ball came from!’ Nkosi said.

Nkosi and AnanumPed out, of the cart.

"We can walk home!” Nkosi shouted. He waved 3ood|03e
to his dad. Tl'\en, he and Anna ran back towards school.

READ 1 READ 2

| can visualise Nkosi and Anna getting | can visualise the surprised look on

out of the cart with the ball. | wonder Nkosi's dad’s face when he catches the

where they are going? ball! He feels so happy that the ball didn’t
hit him!



Theg ﬂna”g 30’(, to the field, where their friends were

Pldﬂlhg soccer.

he bd” ﬂew over |_|nc|| S head over the fence over

the houses, and into my dad’s cart!’ said Nkosi.
Wow!" Lindi said, 'What a hard kick Jabu! Do You want
to play with us?’

Anc theg all P|03ed together‘ until the sun went down.

READ 1 READ 2

Oh! Nkosi and Anna went back to school. | can visualise how happy all of Nkosi’s

| can visualise Nkosi and Anna running friends are. | can visualise them clapping
onto the field with the ball! and cheering!
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READ 1 READ 2

Who kicked the ball? How did Jabu kick the ball?

Jabu kicked the ball. He kicked the ball hard.

Who caught the ball? Where did the ball go?

Nkosi caught the ball. The ball flew over Lindi’s head, over the

fence, over the houses, and into Nkosi'’s
Why did Nkosi and Anna get out of the cart!

cart?
 Because Nkosi caught the ball. Why did the ball go so high?
- Because they went to bring the ball - Because Jabu kicked the ball hard.
back to their friends. - Because Jabu had been practicing
- Because they knew who the ball soccetr.
belonged to. - Because Jabu is good at kicking the
- Because they wanted to help their ball hard.
friends.

- Maybe because they wanted to play
soccer with their friends.



8 Let's |o|c13 Bhathi




Chinedu was visiting his auntie in Soweto for Christmas.
Bulelwa was visiting her gogo. Xihlala was visiting his
cousins. | he three of them hac c[uick|3 become friends.

T'm bored, Bulelwa said, 'let.'s play Toti.

'T don't know that, 3qme,' Chinedu said, 'let.'s |o|c13
Bhathi instead.

"How about, Chlcc:go? That's the most, fun gdmell

Xihlala said.
'C '\icqgo’? That sounds like a citﬁ —not a gqme!'

Bulelwa rolled her eyes.
Tweg sat, and arguecl about, which game thea should
play. Back and forth, back and forth theg went q|oout

which game was best..

READ 1 READ 2

| wonder which game they will agree to | remember that all the characters in
play? this story have different names for the

same game! All the characters come from
different places. | can infer that in different
places, the game has different names.



Fine!l” Bulelwa ﬁna”g backed down, 1 guess we can |o|c|3
Bhathi if it is so gr‘edt. How do we |o|c|3. '

Chinedu stood up. \OkGH, if we are going to |o|c13
Bhathi, we need tins and a ball.

That soundsJust ike C'\icqgo!' Xihlala said.
"You need tins and a ball to quﬁ Toti, too, Bulelwa said.

READ 1
| can infer that all three games (Bhathi, Chicago, and Toti) all need tins and a ball.



'First, we need to make two teams. One team is on, and
the other team is the ﬂeHing team. The team that
is on must, run and tr‘g to stack their tins into a tall

tower, Chinedu continued. ‘Then, theﬁ must. run to the

1
l‘\ome—zone!
-

nat soundsJust ike Totil” Bulelwa r‘ePeatecJ.

\--

here is the same rule in Chicqgo too, Xihlala

rePedted.
‘Req”B. " Chinedu asked, 'That's str‘ange!'

READ 1 READ 2
There seem to be a lot of the same rules | can infer that Chinedu is confused
in all three games. | wonder how the because he says, ‘That'’s strange!’

games are different?



Chinedu went on. 'The ﬂeHing teqm'sJolo is to hit the
other team members with the ball. The other team
members must tr‘H to duck and tr‘g not to get hit! If
tweg get hit, theg have to sit down.

\-

hat, soundsJust ike Totil’ Bulelwa said, |oo|(in3

COTTFUSGCI.

‘There is the same rule in Chicqgo too, Xihlala said.
‘Req”B. " Chinedu asked, 'That's f\unnﬁll

READ 1 READ 2

The more they talk about the rules, the | can infer that Chinedu is confused
more they can see that the games are because he says, ‘That’s funny!” | infer
similar. | infer that they are all feeling that he hasn't realized they are all talking
confused! about the same game yet!



\Okaﬂ so then, the ﬂeHing team must give the ball to
the team in the home zone. Each member of the team
has three chances to throw the ball and tr‘g to toPP|e
the stack of tins. Chinedu exP|QinecJ.

That soundsJust like Toti, Bulelwa said. 'If the team
toPP|es the stack, do theg get a Point, and another

chance to quﬂ' '

Yes!" Chinedu said, |oo|(ing confused. "How do You
know™?’

This game isJust like Totil It must be the same game!'
Bulelwa |qu3hed.

Tt isJust like Chicqgo, too!’ Xihlala said. Is it the same

that, if none of the team members can toPP|e the tins,

then the ﬂeHing team gets a chance to quﬂ‘ '
Yes!’ Chinedu said. 'That, iSJ'ust like Bhathi‘.
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READ 1 READ 2

| can infer that they all love the same Chinedu thinks he is describing a new,
game - but the game has different names  different game, but his friends seem to
in different places! This must have been know all the rules! | infer that this is very

very confusing for them! confusing for him!




‘Okaﬂ, let's go collect, tins!’ Bulelwa said. Theg went

from house to house, asking their neighloour‘s or lins.




When theg reached the last house on the street,

Chinedu asked, '‘Can we P|ease have some tins for

Bhathi?’
The woman told them to wait. She came back with a
whole bag of tins.

'Dic You know that some PeoP|e call that game
Chicqgo?' she |aug|neo|, ‘and other PeoP|e call it Totil

Imagine!'

READ 1 READ 2

The woman knows that the game has | infer that it is funny when they hear the
different names! But | can infer that the woman say this, because it took them so
children in the story have just learnt this long to figure out that the game has so
fact! many different names!



Theg ﬂnd”H had enough tins. Chinedu, Bulelwa, and
Xihlala looked at, each other and smiled, ‘Let’s quﬂ
ththi—Chicago—Toti,' Xihlala said, |aughin3.

READ 1 READ 2

They spent so long feeling confused! | | infer that it is funny, because it took
infer that they have changed the name, them such a long time to realise they
so that other people will know the game were all talking about the same game!
has lots of different names! They spent so long feeling confused!

97



READ 1

What is the setting of this story?

It is set in Soweto, during the Christmas
holidays.

What are the three different names for
the game?
Bhathi, Toti, Chicago

Why were the characters in the story

confused?

* Because they thought they were
talking about different games, but they
were really talking about the same
game!

* Because they thought they were
talking about different games, but
then all the rules of the game were the
same!

* Because they didn’t know their
favourite game could have different
names.

READ 2

How can we infer that the characters all

come from different places?

* Because they are all visiting family in
Soweto.

* Because they have just become
friends.

* Because they all have a different name
for the same game.

What do the children need to collect
before they can play?
They need to collect tins.

Why did the characters laugh at the end

of the story?

* Because it took them so long to realise
that they were all talking about the
same game.

* Because they had spent so long being
confused.

* Because Bhathi-Chicago-Toti is a long
and funny name for the game.









Once upon a time there were three little Pi93° The
ittle Pigs were all grown up. It was time for them to

eave home and to make houses of their own! Theg

waved goodloae to their mother.

READ 1 READ 2

Where were the little pigs going? Oh! Why were the little pigs waving
They were going to build their own goodbye to their mother? Oh! It's
houses! because they are all grown up and

leaving home!



‘Build str‘ong houses!’ called their mother, /And be
careful of the |oig bad wolf !’




As theﬂ walked, theﬁ noticed the |oig bad wolf fol owing

them. 'We must build our houses as soon as Possi|o el’

dgr‘eecl the little Pi33°

READ 1
Who was following the little pigs? Oh! It was the big bad wolf!



The first, little Pig bought some grass. He worked
o[uick|3 to make his house.

The second little Pi9 bought some sticks. She worked
oluick|3 to make her house.




The third little Pig bought some bricks and mortar to
stick them together‘. She worked o[uick|3 and cqrefu||3
to build her str‘ong house.

READ 1 READ 2

What did the little pigs build their Who works carefully to build her house?
houses out of? Oh, | learn that the first | learn that only the third little pig works
pig used grass, the second pig used carefully!

sticks, and the third pig used bricks!



One nig
first, litt
Little o

ht the |oig bad wolf came q|on3 and saw the

e Pig in his house of straw.

ig, ittle Pig, let me in!’ called the wolf.

The little Pig r‘eP|iecJ, ‘Not, |03 the hair of my chinng

chin chin!’
The wolf was angry. He Be”ed, Then I'll huff and I'll
Puff and I'll blow Your house inl” And he did. The first

Pig ran to his sister's stick house.

READ 1 READ 2
What happened to the first little house? Why did the first little pig run to his
Oh no! | learn that it blew down! sister’s house? Oh! He because his own

house blew down and the wolf was
chasing him!



The |oi3 bad wolf came and knocked on the stick door.
Little Pigs, ittle Pigs, let me inl’ called the wolf.

The little Pigs reP|ie<:|, ‘Not, |03 the hair of our chinna

chin chins!’

The wolf was even qngr‘ier‘. e Be”ec], Then I'll huff
and Il PufT and I'll blow Your house in!" And he did.
The little Pigs ran to their sister's brick house.

READ 1 READ 2
What happened to the second little Why did the first and second little pigs
house? Oh no! | learn that it blew down! run to their sister’s house? Oh! Because

their own houses blew down and the
wolf was chasing them!



The |oi3 bad wolf came and knocked on the door of the
brick house.

Little Pigs, ittle Pigs, let, me in!l" called the wolf.

The little Pigs reP|ie<:|, ‘Not. |03 the hair of our chinna

chin chins!’
The wolf was very angry and very hungr‘ﬂ now. He
yelled, Then I'll huft and Il puft and L'll blow your

house in!’






The wolf huffed and he Puﬂcec

. He PU'F'FGCI and he

huffed. But, he couldn't blow t
The little Pigs were safe.

he brick house downl

READ 1 READ 2

What happened to the third little Did the wolf eat the pigs? No! | learn

house? Oh! It was very strong! that the pigs were safe in the brick
house!



—
—
—




READ 1 READ 2
What do the little pigs use to build their Which houses blew down?

houses? The grass and stick houses blew down.
They use grass, sticks, and wood.

Which house was strong?

Who is chasing the three little pigs? The brick house was strong. It did not
The big bad wolf! blow down.
Why did the little pigs run to the brick Why were the little pigs safe in the end?
house? * Because they ran to the brick house.
* The first two houses were blown down. ¢ Because the wolf couldn’t blow down
* The little pigs run to their sister’s the brick house.
house. * Because the third little pig made a
* Their sister’s house doesn’t blow down. strong house that kept them safe!

* The pigs don't want to get eaten.
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Once upon a time, deeP in the Kr‘uger‘ National Park,
there lived a little fami|3 of Barbour's Rock Mice. Their
nest was getting very full, so the three oldest si|o|ings
left, to build nests of their own.

'Good luck; sclueaked their mother. 'Build Your nests

carefu |3 to keeP You safe from Scar‘a S|ither‘in3
Snakel’

4 ’
/
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READ 1 READ 2

| can connect this text to The three little | can make a connection! In The three
pigs! At the beginning of both stories, little pigs there was a Big Bad Wolf and
three little siblings leave home! in this story there is a Scary Slithering

Snake! Both stories have a bad character
— but the characters are different!



Soon the first, little mouse became tired. She stoPPed
in the middle of a big field.

T will build my nest here, with gr‘dss,' she squeoked.
‘But thisis a very open |o|cce!' her sister said, ‘chr‘a

S|ither‘ing Snhake will eqsi|3 get Into Your nest!’
But the first little mouse didn't listen, sheJust begdn

to build.

READ 2
Oh! | can make a connection! In The three

little pigs the characters built houses, but
in this story the mice build nests.

READ 1
Oh | can connect this to The three little
pigs! The first little pig and the first little

mouse both built out of grass!



The two little mice continued to walk and walk.

Tm very thir‘stﬁll said the second little mouse. At that
moment, he saw a Pond.

T will build my nest therel I am too tired and thir‘stg
to keeP goingll he solueaked.

‘There are many snakes near the Pond!' said the third
little mouse. ‘It is not, safel’

But the second little mouse did not listen to his sister's
warning! He gqther‘ed grass and reeds, and built, his

nest next to the water.

READ 2

Oh | can connect this to The three little pigs! The second pig and mouse both build with
different materials from their siblings. But, the first little pig builds from reeds and the
second little mouse builds from reeds!



The third little mouse walked and walked until she

found a small Pi|e of rocks on a hill. She gqther‘ecl leaves

and grass and made her nest in a small crack between

the rocks.

This wil

be safel’ she said. 'No snakes can fit in here!’

READ 1 READ 2

| can make a connection to The three little | can make a connection. Both the third
pigs! All of the siblings build their house little pig and the third little mouse were
from different things! careful to choose a strong material for

their new houses.



That, very night, when the moon rose, Scar‘g S|ither‘ing

Snake woke up anc went to

find sometl'\ing to eat.
He slithered across a |oig
open field, and found the

first little mouse’s nest.

‘Little mouse little mouse, let.
i me inl" demanded the snake.
WKL ‘Not |03 the whiskers on my
chinnﬁ—chin—chin!' the little

Mouse SC[UGGI(GCI.

\"hen Il | WCICk, oncl Il” schk, CInCI II” CPGC'( BOUI" nest

7
down!’ the snake warned.

e took one |oig wack and
eqsi|3 clestr‘osed the nest/
Then, chr‘ﬂ S|it|f1er‘ing

Snake swallowed the first

little mouse in one 3u|P!

READ 1 READ 2
| connect this to The three little pigs' In Oh! I can make a connection. In both
both stories they say ‘chinny-chin-chin’! stories, the bad character wants to eat

the other characters. But, the three little
pigs run to their siblings houses, and the
little mice get eaten up!



Next, chr‘a S|ither‘ing Snake went to
find some water. When he arrived
at the Pond, he saw the /
second little mouse’s nest.
‘Little mouse little
mouse let, me inl’
‘Not, 53 the whiskers

on my chinng—chin—chin!'

‘"hen Il | WCICl( oncl Il” schk, CInCI II” CPGC'( BOUP hOUSG

down!’ the snake warned.

He took one blg breath and blew all the reeds away.

Then, Scar‘g S||ther‘|n3 Shake swallowed the second

little mouse in one 3u||o!

READ 1 READ 2

| can connect this to The three little pigs | can make a connection! In both stories,
— the first two houses in both stories get the first two houses are destroyed. But in
destroyed! The three little pigs the wolf blows and in

this story the snake wacks and smacks!



When the snake reached a small |oi|e of rocks,
he could hear ancther little mouse

tr‘ging to hide. He Put his nose

r‘ight up to the crack and
said, Little mouse little

o 7/
mouse let, me inl

‘Not, bﬁ the whiskers on
my chinnﬂ—chin—chin!'
the third little mouse

sclueqkec .

"Then I'll wack, and I'll

SmCICI(, ancl Il | CPCIC'( our
J

nest, down!’ the snake

WCIPHGCI.




He took one big wack, and another, but he could not

move the rocks! He tried to squeeze into the crack,

but he was too big and the crack was too small!

From then on all of the mice in her fami|3 nested in the
saf\etH of the rocks.

READ 1 READ 2

| can make a connection! In both stories, | can make so many connections
the third house is strong. It doesn’t get between these stories — they follow the
destroyed! same storyline!



122

READ 1

Who is the big bad character in this
story?

It is the Scary Slithering Snake.

Who are the three little characters in
this story?
They are the three little mice.

How is this story similar to The three

little pigs?

* There are ‘three little’ characters in
both stories.

e There is a bad character in both stories.

* They say ‘Chinny-chin-chin’ in both
stories.

* The bad character destroys the first
two houses in both stories.

* Etc.

READ 2

What materials do the three little mice
build with?

Grass, reeds, and rocks

What is on the chinny-chin-chins of the
mice?
Whiskers

How is this story different from the

three little pigs?

* The setting is different.

* The characters are different.

* The materials of the houses are
different.

* The way the bad characters destroy
the houses is different.

* Etc.






